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1 . Claims 1, 3, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wenkman et al. (4697780) in view of Naylor (1741136) or Wilkinson (451097). Wenkman 
teaches a vertical arm having an upper and lower portion a shaped tongue 59 being downwardly 
folded and providing forming an open hook. Wenkman meets all claimed limitations except for 
receptacle holder being a horizontal member having clasps at 1 80 degrees apart. Either Naylor 
or Willdnson teaches that it is known in the art to provide a receptacle holder comprising a 
horizontal member as shown in Fig. 6, and 2 respectively. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to provide a horizontal member having two clasps at 180 degrees apart to 
enable one to carry additional receptacles. 

Regarding claim 3, note the aperture of the two clasps are lateral (from the inside in 
Naylor and outside in Wilkinson as claimed). 

Regarding claim 6, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to make 
a device of different colors to advertise and/or for esthetic. 

2. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the Wenkman 
rejection as set forth in paragraphl, and further in view of TuUy (5501 176). TuUy teaches that it 
is known in the art to provide a connection having rectangular holes 31. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a through rectangular hole in Wenkman as 
taught by TuUy to provide altemative attachment means. 

3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the Wenkman 
rejection as set forth in paragraph 1, and further in view of Weterrings et al. (5655673). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide clip in the frontal direction to 
provide the desired direction for the clip. 
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4. Claims 1, 4, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Duran 
(D41 1603) in view of either Kahn (6443342) or Wenkman et al. (4697780). Duran teaches a 
horizontal member having two holding clip devices. Duran meets all claimed limitations except 
for the vertical arm. Either Kahn or Wenkman teaches that it is known in the art to provide a 
one-piece vertical member 10 and 14 respective for attaching a holding device. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a one-piece vertical member as taught 
by either Kahn or Wenkman to provide an alternative clip. 

Regarding claim 6, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to make 
a device of different colors to advertise and/or for esthetic. 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the Duran 
rejection as set forth above in paragraph 4, and further in view of Szalony (4062482). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the apertures being lateral as 
taught by Szalony to provide the desired orientation for inserting/withdrawing the balls. 

6. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the either 
Wenkman or Duran rejections as set forth in paragraphs 1 and 4, and further in view of 
Greenwood (5857601). Greenwood teaches that it is known in the art to provide a holding 
device made from plastic and steel (col. 4, In. 6; col. 4, In. 54). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to make the holding device made from plastic and steel as taught 
by Greenwood to provide the desired material for manufacturing the device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tri M. Mai whose telephone number is (571)272-4541. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5 :00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on (571)272-4544. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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